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The EU- Brazil Sector Dialogue on ‘Nature-Based Solutions for Sustainable Cities’ 
is carried out by DG Research and Innovation of the European Commission and 
the Secretariat of Science and Technology for Social Inclusion of the Brazilian Min-
istry of Science, Technology, Innovation and Communication. Through this initia-
tive, mutual learning and cooperation opportunities between Brazil and the EU in 
the field of sustainable cities have been identified. The EU - Brazil Sector Dialogue 
resulted in understanding of nature-based solutions as platforms that can support 
global learning alliances for sustainable, resilient and livable cities of the future. 

EU - Brazil SEctor DialogUE on  
natUrE-BaSED SolUtionS for SUStainaBlE citiES 

Objectives
The EU-Brazil Sector Dialogue on Nature-Based Solutions for Sustainable Cities has two 
main objectives: 
- to identify common research and innovation agendas and mutual learning opportunities 
with a potential for Brazil-EU cooperation in the field of Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for 
Sustainable Cities;  
- to strengthen the integrated approach to action learning from the experiences of Euro-
pean and Brazilian cities in the formulation and implementation of multi-sectoral public 
policies for sustainable cities.

Activities running from summer 2015 to autumn 2016 comprised:
- the collection, analysis, systematization and presentation of findings on nature-based 
solutions for sustainable cities in Europe and Brazil;
- a Brazil – Europe visit in June 2016 to successful European cities with relevant experi-
ence in the field of renaturing cities and considered as benchmarks in urban sustainabil-
ity;  
- the forthcoming production of a publication including mapping of experiences in Europe 
and Brazil;
-  two main events open to the public: an international seminar on ‘Nature-based solutions 
and Sustainable urbanisation’ in Brasilia in November 2015 and a Brazil - EU partner 
event in the frame of the European Green Week 2016 entitled ‘EU - Brazil actions for sus-
tainable cities’  in Brussels in May 2016.

The Sector Dialogues 
are a form of coopera-
tion dynamics between 
the European Union (EU) 
and Brazil, contributing 
to the advancement and 
enhancement of their 
strategic partnership and 
bilateral relations, on a 
wide range of themes. 
This leaflet reports on the 
co-produced knowledge 
between 2015 and 2016 
in the Sector Dialogue on 
Nature-Based Solutions 
for Sustainable Cities.
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The Heempark in Genk, Belgium is a unique example of a Public – Civic Partnership 
as it combines city supported (Environment and Nature Centre) and volunteer activities 
(Heempark vzw) in a collaborative and mutually beneficial way. The Heempark was ini-
tiated in 1985 by a group of local volunteersb in the city of Genk in Belgium who aimed 
to safeguard the local agricultural heritage through the Heempark model – a combi-
nation of demo sites of local agricultural practice with a clear focus on environmental 
sustainability. When the number of visitors increased and the entire initiative grew over 
the heads of the volunteers, the City supported with personnel, infrastructure and an 
educational program for schools and associations. At the moment the Heempark has 
about 90 members and approximately 35 active volunteers that maintain the gardens and 
organise a wide variety of activities to promote reconnection of people to nature and in-
crease environmental awareness and engagement. Activities include cooking classes of 
organic food with autistic children, sessions about herbs, bees and vegetables, making 
honey, building eco-friendly gardens and so on. Our findings show that the Heempark 
is a hotspot when it comes to connecting initiatives and reconnecting people to nature. 
It houses 350 educational groups while attracting approximately 10.000 visitors a year.
(Source: ARTS project, www.acceleratingtransitions.eu)

What is nature-based solutions?

Nature-based solutions are solu-
tions inspired and supported by na-
ture that simultaneously provide en-
vironmental, social and economic 
benefits and help to build resilience
They are solutions that bring more na-
ture and natural features and processes 
into cities, landscapes and seascapes, 
through locally adapted, resource-ef-
ficient and systemic interventions.

Nature-based solutions provide mul-
tiple services to achieving sustain-
able and resilient cities and they also:
• contribute to climate change 
mitigation and adaptation 
• connect nature to people and 
contribute to urban regeneration, com-
munity building and social resilience
• connect nature in place that results 
in restoring and regenerating urban eco-
systems and learning with and from na-
ture to adopt more sustainable lifestyles. 

Sorocaba, Brazil 
“The people of Sorocaba are working hard to clean up the city’s rivers which have been 
badly polluted by industry, mining and sewage. In a single day in June 2015, residents re-
moved 228kg of rubbish from the Sorocaba river. City workers regularly remove 10 tonnes 
of dirt, leaves, branches, rubbish and recyclables in a month. Attempts are also being made 
to change the riverside into a place of beauty rather than a place to tip rubbish. Linear parks 
are being created along the river banks to provide space for leisure and recreation when 
the river is flowing normally, and to hold the extra water in times of high flows. Trees are also 
being planted to provide a habitat for wildlife.” The Guardian, 29.February.2016 

Nature-based solutions can strengthen urban resilience and sus-
tainability and open up pathways for inclusive innovation in cities.
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